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In recognition of the
Valentine Public Library's 100th Anniversary

‘Eﬂﬁﬂ_ﬂﬁﬁ, ln April 1921, wmesbetrs of Chapbter Cha PRI,
responding o Lhe needs of & young and growlng commund ty,
net With The abiective of esatablishing the first public
ibrary in Valsntins! and

EIIEHEAE, with onthoaiasm, onergy and dedication from
woluntesrs and 5300 conated wolumss, the valantine Fuklic
Library openad its deoors on April 15,13%1: ond

WHEHEAE. Liom tnese modest beginnlogs the Library's
dollections grew along with the commmity; ko the poipk

that b wanr turned over tn he ity in 1935 with 3,000
walumes ant mowerd Lo Lhas vppar (leor in Ll ::l::kl_l,-' bBuill
ity Hall. A now librazy bullding was erected acrosa lram
City Hall. It was dedicaved in Aogquet of 1%68, Lk Ls the

currant location asnd now containsg 30,000 volumesy and

mIIEHE.M, over tho ynars, the Library has oftered
PO T ARS Fox all ages, vulreach aarvices, literacy
InlLiatlveas, jon Feskel amwl Fmall buainess TRENMITEARH,
expanding information Fervices, momputaAr Training, Inkbornet
accesd, and  other merans  of  communigy supporf and
enrlcnment: and

ETIE,HI.EM-F, Lhrouoh tlmos of recession and prospecity, war
and peacs, and pandomics tho Vealentine Publico Librapy has
cantinued Eo secve all paople ol Checry County as a place
of leacning; culburic and commuonlly.

,ﬁ-ﬂW,T[[RRF‘.FﬁHE; Hi, Lhe Walantipe ity Covncil and The
Toerrcy County Comelissioners, by the wirtee of authoricy
wvested in us as the govocning bodicd in Valenblae add I'_"hu-:.:y
County, in the Stale of Webrasksa, do heroby preclaim 2021

na The “Year of the Library” in honor of ity T00CH
hanivergary, and ésband singers grallbuds to ics brustoos,
gTact and voluntesrs, mast and prosent, foc theiz

gcc.en-_::‘:‘.shmnr.t::, commitmnont, ond dedicationm to ble Ciby of
valencine, Uhercy Dounky and its -edidanls,

3.[3'.! WITHERS WHERECE, we have hereunto set ocur hands and
ceused the Seal of the Tizy ef Valeatino dand Lhe sesl of
Cherry County to be affixed this Bth day of April, A.D.,

2021,
Alesl:
/ "

il i all g oy ¥
Diennnn Schmit, Valantine City Clerk

_1_ 'Hlj:"' k <

Ky]??lrtmm antiright, s,
Walar Cily Cipungdil
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2021 is the “Year of the Library”
Happy 100 Years to us!

Valentine Public Library is 100 years old! A
proclamation approved by Board ol Trustees ol the
Valentine Public Library, the Valentine City
Council and the Cherry County Commissioners
declares 2021 as the “Year of the Library™. Thank
you to the Valentine City Council, the Cherry
County Commissioners, the Valentine Public
Library Board of Trustees, Staff, and Volunteers for
the many years of dedication and support for the
library.
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324 N Main 5t Valentine, NE 69201
Phone 402-376-3160
Email: info@valentinelibrary.or

https://valentinelibrary.org/
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The Valentine Public Library began in 1921. The Chapter CA P.E.O. was the visionary force for the humble
beginnings of our current library. P.E.O, member, Sylvia Quigley suggested consideration of a library during her
term as president in 1920-1921. An organizational committee of Minnie Adamson Bates, Mary Quigley and
LEmma Ialey interviewed the County Commissioners and where space may be available. Some ol the instrumental
Chapter CA P.E.O. members are pictured below,

Sylvio Killian Quigley piinnie Adomson Bates Margaret Kincaid Harence Morris Adele Hoelng

They hosted multiple fundraisers including a three act comedy on November 20, 1920. It was called *1he Trials
of a ITostess™. Tt earned $100 to be used to purchase books [or the coming library.

It la tho intentlon of the

Indiss to niart a small publie libra-

ry 48 soon na they nave s nofflciant
nuglsds of mopey and books.

The play domlt with the triats of

Nov. 30, 1920
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In March of 1921, it was announced that Valentine would have a library available to all. In April 1921, the
Valentine Public Library began in a small room in the original Cherry County Courthouse. Tt was housed in a
small room located in the southwest corner of the District Courl cpo oo — oar

Room. Hours were Tuesday and Saturday afternoons from 3 p.m. ! [" PURLI0
until 5 p.m. The library was closed il courl was in session. Books e s
An Evesi of

were checked out for 2 weeks and available to everyone in the area.
Fines were 2 cents per day but were charged 25 cents if a messenger ' J
had to be sent, The library collection began with 500 books most of ' ¥
which were donated by supporters.

S
E

lfbrary. Residents of Valontine
and vidinlty are entitled to get
books, There is no. age Nimit and
no charge will be made except ns
finds for keeping & book over tho
time nllowéd without having it
renewed. Two weeks ls the lmit,
siterwhich 2 cents a day will biv
charged, 25 cents /[ & messenger
must be sent. '
“Reading good books I8 ¢ means
of recréation and education very
highly resommmended by everyonc,
a0 it s hoped that the librarymsiby
be well patroniged. Oome aund
look it over. Donstions of ggod|
books in good econdition will he|

! PR, (S L SR e S
March 1821 Libeary will be | April 1921 Library opens in Valentine
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Original Cherry
: s  Courthouse room
':, E which was the first
— home of the
rill Valentine Public

Library starting in
1921

Old Court House

-

Valentine Main Street focing narth.
The ariginal Cherry Caunty Courthouse built
in 1901 iz on the left.

Original Cherry County Courthouse. The
original hame of the Valenting Public Library

Origingl Cherry County Courthouss was built in
1904, The City Auditorium waos built in 1913,

By December of 1922, the newspaper reports more book donations and the collection of the library had increased
to over 1500 volumes, Emma Sheldon, librarian, reported in January 1924 of the usage of the library the previous
year. Still mostly run by 14 members of the Chapter CA P.E.O. on a volunteer basis, the hours were Tuesday and
Saturday afternoons from 1:00 p.m, until 5:00 p.m.

The Chapter CA P.E.O. continued to hold fundraisers, rummage sales, talent plays, and various other activities to
support the library operations. Tt soon outgrew it’s original home and was moved into the basement of the original
Cherry County Courthouse in March of 1924, Employees of the courthouse donated more shelving to house the
growing number of books.

) 'f__.l"r'.'- : Fl

- 7, T -".'Jf:'f' o e
¢ 1'% LIBRAR) 18 MOVED. - i:;
[ for Diex . Thea |"-'i'hq.r!' y m].l'b
T #Hﬂé‘,l‘ ﬂ'“:x :m?-&:“ mﬂ\flﬂﬂpug:ﬂ?;l&‘flﬂm lmr' l‘nd Ilﬁ{
A papo- ﬁ el brighter quartera’in the bagement fthe
2 pe iy vo waa of tis court houser Thi.room e+ the
AT = . cenily fited oo e the cosity | yur
L] y jw-m ] 1 n:%. ¥ E_. _l:lf nf e bmz‘lﬁa- !Or-_ |1': ;q_
et 1o Cuarles . purpose.” Thizroom witt be.cools lmd

B o o ke e i er in summer, f.’lhﬂll_m‘!l_rh*,__‘_fﬁ_t
- B | liphy,and deafio muck lcgery A Lple
P Sy . ] {im'mom' breading tablé will cbe sittstalled fing

NEW SINCLAIR AGENT. . ﬁ‘?}; -:'-"'-:: SWE 4 “{;ﬁ;h
o M o
mlhlﬂ. 1] ! i r - .]mﬂn.-‘;ﬁ;"" e K.

Librarian Emrma Sheldon report
Donation of 100 books to VAL Dec 1822 Jonuary 1924 March 7, 1924 Valentine Republican
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The Chapter CA P.E.O. operated, supported and increased the library collection in the coming ycars. The Chapter
CA P.E.O, had always hoped the library would be able to grow and it’s goal was to someday to turn the library
over to the cily. In March of 1935, the Chapter CA P.E.O. reported the following “Valentine's Public Library,
started by Chapter CA, still vemains our chief philanthropic work. We have purchased a number of new books,
among them the outstanding books of the year. Our librarian reports 4300 books in the library and has loaned
6300 this year. " By 1936 the Chapter CA P.E.O. organization reported the library was turncd over to the City of
Valentine. The March 1936 Chapter CA P.E.Q. reported: “Chapter CA has turned its chief Philanthropic profect
for many years, the Valentine Library, over to the city. The Library having grown and the expense for maintaining
the same having become accordingly large. The former Library Board consisting of P.E.O. members has heen
retained by the city.” Tt was moved into the new City Ilall building that began construction in 1937 and was
completed in 1938, The library was located upstairs.

ALENTINE NEBRASKA
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The Valentine City Hall blueprints listed the P.W.A project as Valentine City Hall and Library.

City Hall

Valentine  City  Hall
construction  began  in
1937 and was completed
in the summer of 1938,
The library was moved to
the upstairs in September.

An open house in January
of 1939 invited the public
to view the completed
space and expanded iis
hours to include being
open on Friday afternoons
and Tuesday evenings.

Library Needs

To Be Open More

The publle library, w in i
new gqueriers in the clby hall, n
aull noil exactly in ah for in-
mpection,  Orwing lo some misunder-
standing, only two of the large
metal bookstarks wery ordered, ang
cven with some of the old wooden
sincks in uee, lhore are many books
withoul & proper restng place. Ome
mare full steck and ong hlﬂ-llll
sleel sisck have Been ord
upan thelr srrival the "mu

e placed. hiwa also
o | for The m.l:.
Al o be & B

for those whe went 1o read m 1he
premises

At present the llbrary s open
only on Tussday and Salurday =f.
ternpona, as formerly, bul there s
s sirong demand from rursl patrons |
Inr & chancde to gel books on Pri- |
day, which Is one ol the hig dayr, |
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The library became a favorite spot to host bookelub discussions, businessman colfee events, celebrate National
Library week and various activitics. Emma Sheldon was the librarian from 1924-1949, Josie Wise was the
librarian until 1953, Charlotte Ladd was librarian from 1954-1985.

s January 1939 Library Open House
= January 1939 Library extends hours

the City Library!,

Are Invited (o Inspest I, o
| Nexi Toesfiay Aflarmocm. J] 3 n Om
\ k.
public Is loviled to Inspect ' :_:.._: & ‘n,r

J4Walentine public library, Tues-
{ -'ll.nul.ry 17th from 2 p. m [0

l:-u-: of the library board,
fppcadenl 4 ¥
 petiona) woek recendy in- pei- L The tmsmnr bosrd ennounces’
{ting I-':e Ubrary in lhlpq In‘ﬁ;niz .f:___.. present, ot lewst, the
3 b be open on throe duys
'3'. each werflr, Instead of on two:
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_ y, will, be.
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pi‘m., snd on Tumday ebenlngs
fromn 7 1o D p m. The Friday dale
| hes been requested by many rural
p&t.mns who come o town on Fri-
| 4gy, :ntirad of Sslurdsy on ac-
gount of (he livestock sales which
oeeur on the eurlier date  The
board has therefore decided 1o
learn whether there is a real de-
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nd Mrs. CUM Fifer, 1 year's
i to Life maguzine.
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v ot o businessman coffee event Charlotte Ladd In the right frant hosts o Book
19605 Discussian

Valentine Pubiic Library was located in the
Valentine City Hall from 1938 until 1968
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We hope you enjoyed this look
back during the “Year of the
Library”, In our next few
segments, we will look back at
the beginnings of the
Bookmobile, the start of the
building plans for the current
location plus more. Stay tuned
for more info and history of the
Valentine Public Library.




